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"You Begin"

Mr. Shakely gave to us in class, class assignment

This poem follows the journey of a child into adolescence and adulthood. It describes how everything in life starts off so simple 
yet gradually gets more complicated as one matures and grows up. As we grow, we start to sense the things around us, and 
there is always a point in our lives where we feel enlightened by the objects around us. By the end of one's life, they end up right 
where they started. They realize that everything they learned throughout their life just led them to the same reality that was 
when they were born. 

Margaret Atwood

This poem is a journey. It is the classic journey of a human being as he or she lives his or her life. They start out as a 
baby, but soon they grow and begin to experience the world around them. By the end of their life, they find themselves 
exactly where they started. The theme of this poem is beginnings and endings. We as humans take on a big job as we 
grow. We take on responsibilities and workloads, but at the end of the day, what does it all mean? What is the point? We 
start our lives trying to figure out our purpose, and we end our lives the same way. 

The poem is set up in 6 unevenly lengthed stanzas, the first few describing the beginning of life and the last few 
describing the end. In the middle, colors and words are talked about, two of the most basic sensations we use to describe 
things.

This poem is poetic because it can take one on a magnificent journey in just a few short stanzas. It's shortness describes 
the shortness of human life and how we must take advantage of every moment. It takes you from "you begin this way" to 
"it has an end." This poem is a one way journey through life, using descriptions of the simplest of things to describe the 
wonder of youth and the wisdom of age.






